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Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Committee
April 21, 2022

The Honorable Gina M. Raimondo
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Raimondo:

As members of the Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Committee (CINTAC), an advisory group on the
promotion of U.S. nuclear technology exports, we appreciate your support for America’s nuclear
energy sector. Nuclear energy today plays an important role in supporting America’s competitiveness,
economy, and national security.

Nuclear energy has an indispensable role in achieving our climate and clean energy goals. Many
experts, including the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), have concluded that we
must expand the use of nuclear energy globally if we are to avert the catastrophic effects of climate
change. While much of the media coverage of the latest IPCC report focused on renewables, carbon
capture and sequestration, or mitigation, the IPCC also calls for a 90 percent expansion of nuclear
energy capacity worldwide to meet our climate targets.

Hence, we ask that you highlight at upcoming media engagements and international gatherings U.S.
successes and nuclear energy’s role in meeting our climate objectives in accordance with the IPCC
report conclusions. In addition, we encourage you to highlight nuclear energy’s importance to energy
security, as well as the America’s opportunity to lead on the export of domestic nuclear energy
technologies. The inclusion of nuclear energy will help the U.S. achieve our climate goals and could
yield tremendous dividends for America’s competitiveness, national security, and environmental well
being.

Nuclear energy is vital to achieving climate goals, yet it unfortunately receives nearly an inaudible
voice in the climate discussion while being recognized by experts as being a large piece of the solution.
CINTAC believes that the successes of the Biden Administration in supporting the role that nuclear
power has in meeting climate change reduction goals should be advocated more fully to further support
U.S. and global objectives.

The Biden Administration has led the world in taking action to combat climate change with the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which demonstrates a significant investment in
decarbonization. The $6 billion Civil Nuclear Credit program will help preserve the largest single
carbon-free source of electricity in the United States. The Advanced Reactor Demonstration Program
(ARDP) support, which included authorizations and appropriations in the Infrastructure Bill, similarly
demonstrates to the international community U.S. willingness to achieve climate change goals.


https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg3/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg3/

To improve international commerce, reduce the impact of climate change and provide leadership to the
rest of the world, we need to amplify these U.S. accomplishments at the upcoming Clean Energy
Ministerial (CEM) and the UN Climate Change Conference (COP 27) and encourage other nations to
do the same, by enacting similar programs in their countries. In doing this, we will have demonstrated a
plan that positions the United States to lead the clean energy transition, which includes supplying
civilian nuclear technology to other countries. This will further enable us to keep existing plants
operating, build new plants domestically, fill the gaps in our supply chain including regarding fuel, and
improve the competitiveness of the U.S. nuclear technology offerings for international customers.

In addition to producing clean, reliable power, nuclear energy also promotes energy security because
nuclear energy facilities use a small amount of fuel that is easily stored on site. As European allies
work to break their dependence on Russian fossil fuels and nuclear technologies, the U.S nuclear
energy industry stands ready to assist them with supply options to support ongoing operations and new
technologies that will accelerate decarbonization of industrial sectors including the transition to
hydrogen.

The development, construction, and operation of nuclear energy facilities domestically and
internationally, creates long-term, high-technology jobs in the United States, contributes to regional
economies, and make U.S. industry more competitive in a strategic clean energy sector. In addition to
these attributes, nuclear energy is essential to meeting our net-zero emissions goals to ensure the future
of our planet.

Sincerely and on behalf of the members of the CINTAC,

— sty

Jeff Harper, Chairman Ralph Hunter, Vice Chairman
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