AGOA FORUM 2015


1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Summary:  The August 24-27 AGOA Forum in Libreville was a successful and stimulating gathering, featuring participation from about 800 official delegates as well as hundreds of key non-government stakeholders.  USTR Ambassador Froman led the U.S. delegation, which included over 200 Americans representing 17 agencies and 11 Members of Congress.  The Forum celebrated the recent ten-year AGOA extension while focusing on the need to prepare for more reciprocal trade relationships post-2025.  Plenary sessions, workshops, and side meetings covered a variety of topics related to leveraging AGOA to achieve strong economic growth and regional integration across the continent as well as greater participation in the global economy.

1. All AGOA-eligible governments* and associated organizations (the African Union, UNECA, and major Regional Economic Communities) were officially represented.

1. Participation in the private sector, civil society, and African Women Entrepreneurship Program (AWEP) side events, including the “Doing Business under AGOA” workshops, exceeded our expectations, with an estimated 175 private sector participants, 200 civil society members, and 150 AWEP women.  

1. In addition, the AGOA Forum welcomed over 100 local and regional journalists.  With more than 50 English and French articles and interviews released to date, we are proud of the ample media attention generated by the AGOA Forum and hope this will encourage future reporting and dialogue on business and investment in Africa as well as U.S. and Africa trade initiatives.

1. Discussion centered around the fact that petroleum products continue to make up most of AGOA imports, and too few countries take advantage of AGOA’s generous trade preferences.  Many of our conversations focused on how countries can make better use of AGOA’s trade preferences over the next ten years, namely through the strategic AGOA utilization plans recommended by Congress in the renewed AGOA legislation, in order to boost growth and diversify their economies.  While the new legislation includes added flexibilities to make it easier for countries to use AGOA, we learned that many ordinary African businesspeople would greatly benefit from more simple information about how to take advantage of the program and from more trade capacity building.

1. Along these lines, on the sidelines of the Forum, the U.S. Trade and Development Agency signed an MOU for a feasibility study to develop an off-grid solar power project in Tanzania, State’s Economic Bureau announced a future Technology Leadership Program training for African countries through the U.S. Telecommunications Training Institute, and U.S. Customs and Border Protection signed a Customs Mutual Assistance Agreement with the government of Gabon.  As a reflection of the work that MCC, USAID, and fifteen other agencies that attended the AGOA Forum are doing, these are just a few examples of a significant amount of trade capacity building offered by the U.S. government.

1. The dynamic participation of civil society, the private sector and AWEP groups highlighted the need to improve market access through developing inclusive country-specific AGOA utilization strategies, to address infrastructure needs through creative public-private partnerships, to fully integrate women into economic activities, and to create better opportunities for African youth.  The private sector recommendations also included the need to facilitate partnerships between African sellers and American buyers.

1. Another major theme of the conference was looking beyond the next ten years, and how to move towards permanent, more open, more reciprocal trade relationships.  Multiple plenaries and panels focused on this important question, with Members of Congress reinforcing that AGOA was reauthorized with the understanding that the continent will begin moving towards a new partnership characterized by a more mature trading relationship.  Ambassador Froman also reminded the African Ministers not to be left behind as the rest of the world concludes more progressive, reciprocal 21st Century trade agreements.

1. Unfortunately many questions, especially from African small businesspeople, revealed a lack of understanding either of the function of AGOA, or how to take advantage of AGOA.  It is important to remember that AGOA is a law that by itself does not create trade; it simply offers the opportunity to access the lucrative U.S. market on relatively advantageous terms.  Hence it is critical for more African governments, with strong input from the private sector, civil society, financiers, donors and other stakeholders, to develop thoughtful AGOA utilization strategies, as called for in the renewed AGOA legislation.  We also encourage African countries, leveraging USAID’s existing materials and Embassies’ support, to consider producing and widely disseminating very simple guides for their populations about what AGOA is and how to use it.


*Except Comoros, whose only exports –vanilla, ylang ylang and cloves---fall under GSP, not AGOA.

